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On Oct. 14, 3,027 employees of SOMISA (Sociedad Mixta Siderurgica Argentina), the nation's
largest steelworks, were dismissed. The plant, located in San Nicolas, employs over 8,000, and is a
"mixed enterprise" (owned by government and private investors). SOMISA employees, who have
organized work stoppages, sit- ins and demonstrations for the past month and a half, set out for
Buenos Aires, located 220 km. southeast. Former labor minister Jorge Triaco, the government's
designated auditor for restructuring of the steelworks, requested that San Nicolas Bishop Domingo
Castagna mediate the conflict between employees and management. In Buenos Aires, several
political parties organized a demonstration to show support for SOMISA employees. On Oct. 15,
300 border police surrounded the steel complex in San Nicolas, while 2,000 federal police officers
were assigned to crowd control at the Plaza de Mayo in the capital. Several thousand government
employees demonstrated in the streets of Buenos Aires on Tuesday. SOMISA workers were
accompanied by former employees of HIPASAM (state-run iron mining company), teachers and
bank employees. The miners lost their jobs in August when the government closed the mines. The
teachers, members of the Education Workers Confederation (CTERA), are demanding salary hikes.
The bank employees, members of the Banking Association (AB), are protesting government plans
to reduce their numbers by 10,000. The town of San Nicolas was virtually paralyzed, as all workers
were participating in a solidarity strike. SOMISA employees in the capital were also accompanied by
the mayor of San Nicolas, town residents and family members. Teachers and public administration
employees demonstrated on the same day in San Salvador, capital of Jujuy province (1,821 km. north
of Buenos Aires). President Carlos Menem said, "Time wasted in these demonstrations could be put
to use looking for new jobs." In San Nicolas, Bishop Castagna turned down the request to act as a
mediator between SOMISA management and employees. The bishop said he did not believe "the
search for justice could be accomplished" by his participation in existing circumstances. (Basic data
from several reports by EFE, AFP, 10/14/91, 10/15/91)
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